











More cooperative than most New Jersey Le Conte’s Sparrows,

this individual was present for a week at Overpeck Park, 26
October—3 November 200®@hoto/Fred Pfeiffer

Western Tanager Piranga ludoviciana (39)

e 2010-020. 11-18 Apr 2009. Plainfield, Union Co.
H. Hoffman, L. Federico (ph), B. Boyle*(ph), H.
Burk, P. Belardo*(ph).

e 2010-074.5 Oct 2009. Liberty St. Park, Hudson
Co. S. Lane*.

e 2010-095. 6-18 Mar 2009. Locust, Monmouth
Co. J. Lewis (ph), P. Bacinski, S. Barnes, L.
Mack.

Western Tanager was sparsely recorded in New
Jersey from its first occurrence in 1938 through the
1960s, and has averaged about two records for every
three years through 2004. However, the past five
years have yielded a total of 12. As with nearly all
previous records, these three came in the interval
from September through May.

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris (36)

e 2010-029. 5 May 2009. Cape May, Cape May
Co. Female. M. Garland*.

e 2010-087.9-15 Nov 2009. Huber Woods County
Park, Monmouth Co. S. Skinner (ph).

e 2010-094. 29 Oct 2009. Absecon, Atlantic Co.
Male. J. Meyers (ph).

Also showing a recent increase, with only eight
scattered records from 1958 into the early 1990s, and
15 in the next decade, Painted Bunting has provided
New Jersey with 13 records in the past six years. The
Absecon record is considered to be a returning bird.
Together with Western Tanager, this species thus
joins a not insignificant group of others which have
exhibited similar recent increases in occurrence.
Also as with the Western Tanager, all records but one

of this species came in the interval from September
through May.

NOT ACCEPTED

Brown Booby Sula leucogaster
e 2010-066. 28 Aug 2009. Barnegat Light, Ocean
Co.

This bird was seen at a distance of several hundred
yards during inclement weather. While it is certainly
possible to correctly identify birds under those
conditions, it can also lead to less than stellar views.
The obvious contender for confusion with all Brown
Booby sightings is immature Northern Gannet, and
the best descriptions would rule that species out. The
description did not clearly rule out that species, by
either mentioning ID features more indicative of
Gannet (e.g., mottled wings) or by failing to mention
features that would rule in Brown Booby (e.g., size,
lack of white “U” on rump).

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
e 2010-054. 9-10 May 2009. Forsythe NWR,
Atlantic Co.

One might say that Little Egret is “overdue” in New
Jersey, but clearly the state’s first record of this
species would require more in-depth documentation
than was provided in this case. For two species as
similar in appearance as Snowy and Little Egrets it
would be best to have either a) photos from several
angles or b) an exhaustive description or descriptions,
preferably from multiple observers.

Swainson's Hawk Buteo swainsoni (Since 1996)
e 2010-068. 31 Aug 2009. Great Swamp NWR,
Morris Co.

This bird spawned a spirited debate among the
committee members. This often happens for non-
photo submissions  wherein  the  written
documentation/description provided is “borderline”.
Some felt that the stated ID feature were “soft”,
indicating the possibility of this species but not ruling
out other raptors. This report might well have been
correct, but in the end, some of the committee
members felt that the description did not adequately
rule out other Buteospecies.



Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis
e 2010-069. 4 Sep 2009. Liberty St. Park, Hudson
Co.

Often, if you’re reading this section, there will be a
common thread among the birds listed here. Many
are single-observer, non-photo sightings with
descriptions that leave room for doubt. And that is
where we start with this report. Foremost, the date for
this sighting (4 Sep) is late for a fully breeding
plumaged Red-necked Stint. There should have been
some molt evident, and that should have caused some
confusion with Little Stint (which was not
addressed). There are some features addressed that
are suggestive of Red-necked Stint, but in the end
there wasn’t substantial enough evidence for what is
a very rare bird.

Thayer’s Gull Larus thayeri
e 2010-002. 3 Jan 2009. Florence, Burlington Co.

Here is a situation where the only documentation
received was a single photo. There are a couple
lessons to be learned from this case. 1) Even with a
submitted photo, there should be further written
documentation to support the sighting... especially
when there’s only one photo, and 2) A single photo
may not show enough details for inclusion on the
state list. Thayer’s Gull is a very difficult ID
problem, with possible confusion with Herring Gull,
and possible hybrids. In this case, the single photo
was inconclusive.

Sabine’s Gull Xema sabina
e 2010-077. 12 Oct 2009. Cape May Point, Cape
May Co.

Although an individual of this species was seen at
Cape May Point on the preceding day, the
documentation received for this report did not
convincingly describe a Sabine’s Gull.

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
e 2010-059. 18 Aug 2009. DeKorte Park, Bergen
Co.

This Eurasian Collared Dove is another case of a
single photo comprising the only documentation, as
there was no accompanying description. The
committee was split on whether or not there was
enough to be seen in the photo to warrant inclusion

on the state’s list. The bird was very pale and
appeared to have whitish under-tail coverts, which
was enough to dissuade some, while others thought it
fell within the parameters of Collared-Dove.

Gila Woodpecker Melanerpes uropygialis
e 2010-023. 19 Apr 2009. Passaic Park, Passaic Co.

This desert species is sedentary and has shown no
vagrancy pattern. Therefore, a meticulous description
would be required for acceptance (which was not the
case here), and even then questions of origin would
have to be satisfied.

Ash-throated Flycatcher Myiarchus cinarescens
e 2010-057. 4 Aug 2009. Forsythe NWR, Atlantic
Co.

Ash-throated Flycatchers are fairly regular vagrants
to the east in general, and to New Jersey in particular.
However, the 4 Aug date is well early of the normal
late fall arrival of this species in the east. In addition,
the widely distributed look-alike, Great Crested
Flycatcher, is still present in large numbers in New
Jersey in early August. The description did not
adequately rule out the latter species.

Yellow-green Vireo Vireo flavoviridis
e 2010-090. 10 Oct 2009. Farmingdale, Monmouth
Co.

Once again we are presented with a report that falls
into a similar category of some of the previous
reports: single-observer, non-photo sightings with
descriptions that leave room for doubt. Given the
extreme rarity of this species anywhere in the
northeast, either photos or multiple meticulous
descriptions would be a prerequisite for
consideration. Unfortunately, while the description
was fairly well done, it wasn’t conclusive, and the
committee decided not to add this report to the state’s
list.

Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler Dendroica
coronata auduboni

e 2010-039a. 12 May 2009. Princeton, Mercer Co.
e 2010-039b. 7 May 2009. Princeton, Mercer Co.

When a report is submitted to the committee, and the
observer is not totally certain of the identification, it
is difficult to add that report to the state’s list. In this



instance, it seems fairly certain that an “interesting”
bird was encountered, one that may or may not have
been Audubon’s Warbler. However, there was too
much doubt left as to the possibility of an intergrade
for inclusion on the state list.

Swainson’s Warbler Limnothlypis swainsonii

e 2010-042. 23 May 2009. Sandy Hook, Monmouth
Co.

e 2010-045. 28 May 2009. Hamilton, Mercer Co.

These two Swainson’s Warbler reports were
problematic for the same reason in that the birds were
heard, but never seen. Describing sound is infinitely
more difficult than a visual description. It is certainly
possible, maybe even probable, that both of these
reports are correct. However the committee decided
not to accept either on the voice-only submission.

Painted Bunting Passerina ciris
e 2010-025. 29 Apr 2009. Cape May, Cape May
Co.

This report is likely correct as the observer is
experienced and the bird in question is regular north
of its normal range. However, the submitted details
were simply too scant for acceptance. This is a good
time to remind those that are submitting details on
“review list” species to take a few extra minutes to
write out a thorough description.

Brewer's Blackbird Euphagus cyanocephalus
e 2010-021. 19 Apr 2009. Pittstown, Hunterdon
Co.

The description for this report did not rule out most
of the other possible blackbirds. Also, the location,
behavior, and habitat did not mesh well for Brewer’s
Blackbirds which, in New Jersey, are typically seen
feeding or walking on bare ground, especially in
cattle pens. In summation, once again, a non-photo,
single observer report needs to contain enough details
so as to convince the committee that the species
should be added to the list of accepted records. This
report did not accomplish that

PROVENANCE UNCERTAIN

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna
autumnalis (3)

e 2010-058. 25 Jul 2009. Cape May, Cape May Co.
B. Fogg *(ph), D. Freiday (ph), M. O'Brien.

This individual was present for just one day, but was
well photographed at close range. The fact that it was
missing the hind claw on each foot suggests that it
may have escaped from captivity. Photographs of the
flock of four on 26 May did not show the feet, but the
committee felt that the coincidence of their
appearance with that of individuals or flocks in
nearby states argued for wild origin (see Accepted
Records).



